
Rock Rollers Club, Inc. Meetings 4th Tuesday 
P.O. Box 14766 9517 E. 4th Avenue 
Spokane Valley, WA  99214-0766 Spokane, WA  99206 

Objective: to unite and associate with persons who are interested in the study of earth 
science, collection of minerals, gem materials, or fossils, and for generally broadening 
their knowledge in these fields.  All meetings are open to the public. 

2011 Officers 

President ---------------- David Rapp------------891-6533 
  rappdavid@aol.com 

First Vice President ---- Erec Grim--------------456-8092 

Second VP -------------- Sam Keiser 

Treasurer---------------- Bev Bockman --  208-773-5384 
  bockbb@aol.com 

Secretary---------------- Cari Thrapp -----------995-9684 

NW Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

Federation Director---- Dennis Hicks ---  208-659-6002 
  dphicksidaho@yahoo.com 

Federation Delegate--- Don Knack-------------926-6444 
  manack@comcast.net 

Federation Alternate -- Dean McGill -----------483-3639 
  deanmcgill@comcast.net 

Washington State Mineral Council 

Delegate #1 ------------ Mike Shawcell---- cell 251-1574 
  mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com 

Alternate #2------------ Krisanne Gray---------701-3519 

Alternate #3------------ Becky Gillespie--------328-1599 
  gillesbj@q.com 

Trustees 

1 Year Trustee --------- Glynis Hull -------------926-2466 
  gghull@comcast.net 

2 Year Trustee --------- Leon Agee-------------276-3992 
  ageelap@aol.com 

3 Year Trustee --------- Terri Pratt -------------216-6091 

Committee Chairs 

Field Trip ---------------  Mike Shaw------------ 244-8542 
  mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com 

Historian----------------  
Hospitality --------------  Cyndie Doppler ------ 216-5473 
  froggarden5@aol.com 

Juniors ------------------  
Library ------------------  Marian Knack--------- 926-6444 
  manack@comcast.net 

Membership------------  Marian Knack--------- 926-6444 
  manack@comcast.net 

Parl. ---------------------  Don Knack ------------ 926-6444 
  manack@comcast.net 

Public Relations/Marketing --- 
Refreshments----------  Kathleen Govett ----- 244-8542 
  kmgovett@yahoo.com 

Scholarship: 1 year--  David Rapp ----------- 891-6533 
  rappdavid@aol.com 

 2 year--  
 3 year--  

Show Board 

2012 Chairman --------  Mike Shaw------- cell 251-1574 
  mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com 

2011 Chairman --------  Gerry Pfeiffer--------- 294-1927 
  pfeiffer@webband.com 

2010 Chairman --------  Leon Agee ------------ 276-3992 
  ageelap@aol.com 

Dealer Chairman ------  Gerry Pfeiffer--------- 294-1927 
  pfeiffer@webband.com 

Bulletin 

Editor -------------------- Becky Gillespie-------  328-1599-------- gillesbj@Q.com 

Bulletin Advertising: Business Card Size $12.00 yearly* or $7.00 for six months.  Ad must be copy ready 
 *any change of ad within that year is $12.00 additional fee 
 Non-member advertisement $1.00 per line 

Rock Roller Club Dues: Adults $15.00 yearly  –  Juniors no fee  -  Non-member newsletter subscriptions: $10.00 yearly 

Club Affiliations: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies – www.amfed.org 
 Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies – www.amfed.org/nfms 
 Washington State Mineral Council – www.mineralcouncil.org 
Rock Roller Bulletin is published monthly. The editor is not responsible for the authenticity of information in articles accepted for 
publication, nor are the opinions expressed therein necessarily those of the officers of the Rock Rollers Club, Inc., and/or the editor. 

Bulletin Award: American Federation MS Hall of Fame 2003 American Federation MS 1st Place Small Bulletin 2008 

Rock Rollers Web page: www.rockrollers.org 
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ROCK ROLLER MEETING BOARD MEETING 
May 24, 2011, Tuesday 6:00 pm Tuesday May 24, 2011, 4:30 pm 
9517 E 4th Ave 9517 E 4th Ave 
Spokane, WA  99206 Spokane, WA  99206 
Juniors 6:00pm Tuesday, May24 News to editor by June 10 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES – April 23, 2011 
Minutes are not available on the internet, but should be soon and on a regular basis. 
Treasurers report by Bev Bockman 
Programs for the club lead by Erec Grim. 
Bulletin submissions to Erma Riese. Becky Gillespie to take over as the new newsletter editor. 
Cari Thrapp elected as new secretary. 
Federation: Don Knack reports changes in the Federation by-laws, a new directory to be coming. 
Mineral Council: Mike Shaw, details at the general meeting. 

Cari Thrapp, Secretary 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES – April 26, 2011 
The meeting was called to order by President David Rapp with the Flag Salute. There were 38 members 
present, one junior and 6 guests. 
Randy Anderson requested a minute of silence for miner, Larry Marek, who died at the Happy Friday Mine. 
A trophy was presented to John Keiser for a competitive junior showcase. 
Guest presenter Lynn Schovell gave a presentation on the geology of oil exploration in Alaska. 
Not able to approve minutes from the last meeting since they were not available. They were not posted 
on the website as our webmaster was on vacation, but will be available soon 

Door Prizes: Door prize was won by Mildred Scheel. 
Correspondence: Cari Thrapp, our newly elected secretary, read a letter from Veterans Affairs and a 
show vendor. 
Treasurer: Report from Bev Bockman, show financial report summarized. 
Programs: Erec Grim gave a quick overview of future programs. He is working on a Dishman Hills 
presentation. Dennis Hicks will present in June on Idaho Star Garnets 
Bulletin: Erma has elected to step down from the position of bulletin editor. She had been the acting 
editor since 1992, earning many first place awards during her service. Becky Gillespie was appointed to 
editor of the Rock Rollers Newsletter. Bulletin submissions are due by May 6. 
Federation: Don Knack stated there will be changes in the federation by-laws to be voted on by the 
Federation at a later date. There is a new Federation directory in the club library and two to be 
purchased for $5 if anybody is interested. Information was placed on the front table in the club. 
Mineral Council: Report will be in the bulletin by Becky, the mineral council meeting was attended by 
Mike Shaw and Becky Gillespie. 
Show Chair: Jerry Pfeiffer said thank you for another successful year. Mike Shaw to be successor show 
board chairman. 
Library: Policies reviewed by Marian Knack. Dennis Hicks is making doors for the library shelves. 
Scholarship: Drawing for five scholarship items will be at the May meeting. 
Field Trips: Rock-n-Tomahawk Ranch April 30 
ALAA report: Report from Bev Bockman. Land now open to rock hounds is trying to be closed to rock 
collecting. Look online at amlands.org to find current issues and who to write to preserve our rock 
hounding rights.  
Membership: 126 members, 16 new members as a result of the show. Life members are 20 years or greater. 

Old Business: Wire wrapping class May 1, details in the newsletter. Cost has been decreased to $25 per 
person, $45 if attending both classes. 

New Business: Hank Moseley was appointed as the new faceting instructor. A sign up sheet is in the 
club house. Class size and time to be determined. It was decided that class fees would be $10 per class. 
The 3 faceting machines already approved for purchase will need to be ordered.  

Saw oil and new grinding wheels will be purchased by Mike Shaw 

New shop hour rates: increased from $2 to $3 hour starting July 1 

Next meeting will be May 24. 

Cari Thrapp, Secretary 
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Message from President Dave Rapp: 

I would especially like to welcome all of our new members and those of you who have 
recently rejoined the Rock Rollers Club. It is very enjoyable to get to know our new 
members and to reacquaint ourselves with former members who have come back to the 
club. As our objective states: The purpose of the Rock Rollers Club is to unite and associate 
with persons who are interested in the study of the earth sciences, the collection minerals, 
gem materials, and fossils and for generally broadening our knowledge in these fields. 

We have many exciting activities to look forward to in the coming months including 
fieldtrips, workshop nights, classes, and interesting and educational programs at our 
monthly meetings. We will also have a picnic meeting in July at a local park. 

 

Scholarship: The three month scholarship drawing will be held at the May meeting at which 
time there will be five winners chosen. It is not too late to buy tickets so you have a chance to 
be one of the five members who will go home with one of the five prizes. As a reminder, the 
money raised from these drawings goes toward paying for some of the Field Study expenses for 
selected geology majors at Eastern Washington University. 
Board of Directors Meeting: The next board meeting will be held at 4:30 PM prior to our 
May club meeting on May 24th. Board meetings are normally held on the Saturday before the 
Tuesday club meetings at 10 AM. 
May Program: Dishman Hills Natural Area 
Refreshments: Refreshments for the May 24th meeting will be provided by:  

Aura Lee,   Gretchen Blume,   Mary Jane Brown  and   Angela Martin. 

Thanks to June Robbins, Becky Gillespie, Glynnis Hull and Kathleen Govett for the delicious 
refreshments provided for the April meeting. 
Hospitality:  member ill, etc.,??  Call Cindie Doppler 216-5473 
Welcome New Members: There are 27 new members! 
 

SHOW DISPLAY CASES – Marian Knack 
I want to thank all of you who put in display cases this year. We had 55 cases, but would like to  
have more next year, so start thinking about it. I would also like to thank the three juniors who 
put in cases. One of the juniors, John Keiser, put in a competition case. He plans on putting one 
in again next year and one of our other juniors is thinking about it.  Way to go juniors! 
 
LAPIDARY CLASSES AND  SHOP UPDATE 
The Shop will be closed Monday, May 30th for Memorial Day. It’ll be open on Tuesday, the 31st.   

Just a reminder - the official shop hours are 6 to 8 pm Mondays and Tuesdays. At least one of 
the instructors tries to get there a little early to make sure the dop wax is hot and the machines 
are ready to go. You’re welcome to come in early when we open the shop up, but please help 
get the shop ready before beginning to use the machines. When you’re ready to begin working 
on the machines, sign in with the actual time you start, and sign out when you’ve completed 
working for the evening. Otherwise, we have no idea when you’ve quit working and are just 
visiting. There’s no charge for just hanging out, and we don’t want you to be charged for it.  
You will be charged only from when you sign in until you sign out. Don’t use the machines 
before or after you sign in or out. 

Don’t forget shop fees go up to $3.00 an hour July 1st. It’s still a great bargain considering the 
cost of buying and maintaining the equipment. 
The turnout at the workshop has been fantastic. Thanks to everyone being so helpful in 
welcoming our new members and helping them learn to use the machines. 

Mike Shaw     Shop Foreman    251-5473 
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FACETING CLASSES 
The Faceting Team will meet after the Club's regular meeting on May 24, to discuss set-up and 
training schedules for the faceting workshops.   

Please call Cliff Mosely 443-0448 if you have questions. 

FIELD TRIPS 
Last month’s trip to Saddle Mountain was very successful. Everyone came back with a good 
amount of wood, and a few hit the jackpot. Lory Roth, Angela Martin, and Jan and Larry 
Butterfield all came out with some larger pieces that haven’t been common for years. The Pend 
Oreille Club joined us, along with a couple members of the Wenatchee Club. The weather was 
surprisingly nice and sunny, although the wind came up, and it was really blowing at the 
diatomaceous earth pit.  

The trip to Rock’N’Tomahawk Ranch wasn’t quite as productive. We didn’t find any real 
Ellensburg Blue, but we found some other interesting pieces. We went over to the Ellensburg 
Agate and Bead shop when we couldn’t stand the wind anymore and admired the merchandise, 
and even brought a little home. We found out the locals follow the snow up as it melts, picking 
up the agate as it is exposed. We may have to change our strategy if we make this trip again. 

UPCOMING JUNE FIELD TRIPS 
Our first field trip will be to Emerald Creek between St. Maries and Clarkia for Star Garnets. 
We’ll meet at the club house Saturday, June 11 at 8 am, and leave from there. These garnets 
are only found in Idaho and India. It’s a fee dig run by the U.S. Forest Service and costs $10 for 
adults, and $5 for children 12 to 6. All tools are provided, all you need to bring is lunch, 
drinking water and a baggie for your garnets. A hat and sunscreen would also be a good idea. 
Expect to get dirty and wet. A change of clothes isn’t a bad idea. There’ll be instruction at the 
shop on Monday and Tuesday evenings on how to find the stars in your garnets and polish 
them. 

The next trip will be June 25th to a small town north of Omak called Riverside, where we’ll 
gather Thulite, a beautiful pink and green rock that takes a great polish. We’ll meet Jim 
Lawson, president of the Chief Joseph Gem and Mineral Club. He will take us to private property 
where we can dig Thulite, but it costs $1.00 per lb. to take it home. We’ll meet at the Yoke’s 
supermarket in Airway Heights at 8 am, and travel up Hwy. 2 to Omak and on up from there to 
Riverside.  

THULITE IN WASHINGON 
Excerpted from Bulletin of the University of Washington University Extension Series, Issue 21 
“Ores, Coals and Useful Rocks of Washington” © 1917: 

“This beautiful ornamental stone, called thulite, is from a massive deposit located east of the 

Okanogan River, four and one-half miles northeast of Riverside. Outcrops of thulite are found at 
several places on the property, in sufficient quantity for quarrying. The stone, when sawed and 
polished, exhibits very handsome coloring and vein effects which give it a high value for ornamental 

purposes. The pink and greenish portions of the material are thulite, while the dark green mineral is 

hornblende; some feldspar is also present.” 

NORTHWEST FEDERATION MEETING, APRIL 16, 2011 – Don Knack 
Several resolutions were put forth to be voted on at the annual NFMS meeting, which will be 
July 29, 30, 31, 2011 in Chehalis, WA at the Southwest Washington Fairgrounds. There is hotel 
and camping information on the reference table in our club house.  They reminded us to save 
cancelled stamps and bring them to this meeting. The 2011 directories were given out.  Our 
club was given one for our library and we purchased two more which are for sale to members 
at $5.00 each. The directory contains members’ information from all the clubs, the Federation 
Bylaws, and a list of programs that can be used by the clubs. The 2012 Federation annual 
meeting will be held at the fairgrounds in Kennewick, May 18 – 20, 2012. 
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WASHINGTON STATE MINERAL COUNCIL REPORT 

The Mineral Council met Saturday, May 7th in Ellensburg. Two important topics were discussed.  

The first was regarding permits required on Forest Service or DNR land for rock collecting. It 
was decided that any Mineral Council sponsored trips would only be conducted after necessary 
permits are obtained from the controlling agency. This hasn’t always been done in the past. 
This may affect our Lolo Pass smoky quartz trip, depending on the degree of difficulty in 
obtaining a permit.  I’ve contacted the Lolo National Forest, and am waiting for their decision 
on issuing one.  There has been significant damage and safety hazards created in the past in 
this area by rockhounds, but we’re hoping that with assurances that we will refill and reseed 
any excavations, we can get permission to dig in some prime areas. Getting permits for the 
Little Naches thunderegg-collecting trip has also been a problem. 

The second item of discussion was the new ‘‘Discover Pass” passed by the legislature and 
awaiting the governor’s signature. It will require a yearly $30.00 pass to use Washington State 
Forest or Department of Natural Resource land. A $10.00 Day Use pass is available, as is a free 
pass for a volunteer who does 24 hours of approved work. A vehicle access pass will be issued 
with a hunting, fishing, or Sno-Park license, exempting the license holder from purchasing a 
Discover Pass. A Golden Age or other national pass will exempt the holder from having to 
purchase one, also. There will be a $99.00 fine for noncompliance. If a Discover Pass is 
purchased within 15 days of being issued a ticket, the fine is reduced to $59.00. It looks like 
this is definitely in our future. The bill, SB 5622, is available for review at 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5622&year=2011 . Please read this bill for 
yourself, or wait for an official government publication, as my interpretation is not to be taken 
as gospel. 

DISCOVER PASS SIGNED BY GOVERNOR MAY 12 

The Discover Pass will be required as of July 1 for vehicle access to recreation 
lands and water-access sites managed by the Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), 
and Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The pass—
which will be available for sale in mid-June—will cost $30 a year per vehicle or 
$10 for a day-use pass. State recreation lands include state parks, boat 

launches, campgrounds, heritage sites, wildlife and natural areas, trails and trailheads. 
Holders of certain types of fishing and hunting licenses, registered campers in state parks and 
other users are exempt from some Discover Pass requirements. For details, visit 
www.discoverpass.wa.gov.  

Once available, the Discover Pass can be purchased at one of nearly 600 sporting goods or 
other retail stores that sell hunting and fishing licenses. It will also be available for purchase 
online or by calling toll free 1-866-320-9933. Beginning next fall, the public will be able to 
purchase a pass when renewing a vehicle license through the Washington State Department of 
Licensing. The Discover Pass or day-use pass must be visibly displayed in the front windshield 
of any motor vehicle. 

Revenue from the Discover Pass will fill budget gaps created by the loss of State General Fund 
support for parks and recreation on state lands. Revenue will be split among the three state 
agencies that provide recreational access to state lands in proportion to their need for general 
fund replacement: 84 percent to State Parks; 8 percent to WDFW; and 8 percent to DNR. 

From  http://www.dnr.wa.gov/RecreationEducation/News/Pages/2011_05_12_discoverpass_nr.aspx 

NFMS GEM & MINERALS SHOWS 
June 3-5 Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club Fruitland Grange, Puyallup, WA 
June 11-12 Butte Mineral &Gem Club Butte Civic Center Annex, Butte, MT 
June 18-19 Oregon Coast Agate Club Yaquina View Elementary School, Newport, OR 
(for more information see NFMS May Newsletter) 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome to our new and 
returning members! 

James Barter 
S. 701 Evergreen 
Spokane Valley, WA  99216 
924-6789 
jobsgc@comcast.net 

Gretchen Blume-Woodard 
PO Box 1428 
Rathdrum, ID 83858 
208-457-1741 
Gretchenblumewoodard@hotmail.com  

Donald & Dolores Boucher 
42921 N. Division Rd. 
Deer Park, WA  99006 
276-5285 

Larry & Jan Butterfield 
781 N. Holiday Hills Dr. 
Liberty Lake, WA  99019 
922-4303 
ljbfld@yahoo.com 

Dennis Carney 
2628 S. Corbin Circle 
Greenacres, WA  99016 
869-1157 
dkc.echo@gmail.com 

Donna Cave 
301 N. Skipworth Rd. #3 
Spokane Valley, WA  99206 
928-3335 
sardev3@gmail.com 

Bret Cheney 
W. 3304 Northwest Blvd. 
Spokane, WA  99205 
434-4505 
mbncheney@hotmail.com 

Kevin Choate 
Rhonda Chapman 
S. 2605 Espanola 
Medical Lake, WA  99222 
216-5449 

Terry & Judy Davis 
3886 Deer Creek Rd. 
Valley, WA  99181 
937-4743 
terrydavis1000@gmail.com 

John Gerber 
N. 111 Locust D139 
Spokane, WA  99206 
710-3022 
Gerb55col@comcast.net 

Dick Hallam 
PO Box 9719 
Spokane, WA  99209 
387-8796 

G. Sean Haskell 
8618 N. Seven Mile Rd 
Nine Mile Falls, WA  99026 
468-5196 
smmehas@comcast.net 

Barbara Hordemann 
5123 E. 16th Ave. 
Spokane Valley, WA  99212 
534-9491 
hordemann@hotmail.com 

Richard & Aura Lee 
7907 E. Day Mt. Spokane Rd. 
Mead, WA  99021  
465-9480 
richard.allan.lee@gmail.com 

Sheryl Mackie 
3006 S. Division St. 
Spokane, WA  99203 
455-8520 
skmackie@yahoo.com 

Julian Matthews 
1870 NW Arcadia Dr. 
Pullman, WA  99163 
509-332-3871 
jmatthews@vandalsuidaho.edu 

Jim McDaniel 
1628 E. 11th Ave. 
Spokane, WA  99202 
535-9572 
mjd99202@msn.com 

Ben Oden 
3511 N. Atlantic 
Spokane, WA  99205 
953-2970 
redwilder2005@msn.com 

Pat Liberty 
N. 6204 Stone 
Spokane, WA  99208 
489-0627 
rpliberty@juno.com 

Roger Schmitz 
3415 S. Glenrose 
Spokane, WA  992236 
536-3268 
rogerschmitz@yahoo.com 

Jeff Wasson & Ellen Krehbiel 
17811 N. Palomino 
Colbert, WA  99005 
467-9246 
jdwassonbass@comcast.net 

Aaron Wigant 
3327 W. Garland Ave. 
Spokane, WA  99205 
263-3401 
aaronwigant@rocketmail.com 
 
Renewed or rejoined at 

the show:  

Bob & Luci Bristow 
PO Box 1165 
Chewelah, WA  99109 
Bristow@theofficenet.com 

Sheryl Etchart 
13402 W. Shore Rd. 
Nine Mile Falls, WA  99026 
220-2336 
setchart@live.com 

Cheryl Kangas 
4014 E. 2nd Ave. 
Spokane, WA  99202 
534-2060 

Ron LaPoint 
8900 S. Mullen Hill #631 
Spokane, WA  99224 
448-4417 
Lapoint1207@yahoo.com  

Molly Myers 
PO Box 1125 
Tum Tum, WA  99034 
276-5878 
myers4inc@comcast.net 

Johnie Pitman 
701B Williams Lake Road 
Colville, WA  99114 
509-684-8887 
jgpitman@wildblue.net 

Jim and Kellie Marie Plumlee 
and Bailey, Jr. 
1708 W. 8th Ave. 
Spokane, WA  99204  
990-9110 
plumheads@msn.com 
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Photos from the 2011 Gem & Mineral Show: 
 

   
      Dave Rapp and his mother       Don & Marian Knack, Erma Riese           MJ and Tom Brown 

Photos by Dana Piozet 

 

  
 

    

Photos by Joel Gillespie 

 
 

     

Photos by Joel Gillespie 
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